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A Message from Julie 
 

Junior School 

NEWSLETTER 

TERM 2, WEEK 3 

May 2020 

“Reading is a vital life 
skill and it is important 
we encourage a LOVE 
of READING in kids 
from a young age.” 
     James Patterson 

DIARY DATES……… 

TERM 2 EVENTS  
At this stage our Term 2 planned events have 
been postponed or cancelled.  
If there are any changes we will notify you ASAP. 
 

 

Ph. (08) 8522 2622 
 Barnet Road, Evanston,  

South Australia 5116 

 

Classroom Learning  

It’s fabulous to see so many happy faces again. We now have a vast majority of our 

students back at school.  Face to face learning is now our priority.  For those families 

that are choosing to self-isolate you can still access the learning provided on class 

Dojo/Seesaw or requesting home learning packs. If you are looking for more learning 

ideas you can go to https://www.education.sa.gov.au/our-learning-sa. 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all our parents and carers for your continued support and 

understanding with our morning and end of day procedures. We also encourage you 

to be mindful of adult to adult social distancing for your own safety. We will notify you 

all when these restrictions are eased. 

Road Works 

Please be aware that activities on Barnet Road (at the front of our Junior School) are 

currently in action. These involve upgrading Barnet Road into a cul-de-sac, which will 

include new parking bays, kerbing, asphalt and footpaths. Our road is now open to 

two way traffic rather than one way. Students must now apply safe pedestrian 

behavior before crossing the road. We ask that you support your child to be alert and 

safe by reminding them to: 

 Stop and use the safest place to cross which is always at the emu crossing 

 Look and listen: check left, check right and check left again for 

approaching vehicles before you move onto the road. 

 Wait for cars to come to a complete stop before stepping onto the road.  

 Before you step off a kerb make eye contact with the driver so they are 

aware of you. 

 Once safe, move confidently across to the footpath on the other side of 

the road. 

Facebook and Class Dojo /Seesaw 

Please take up the invitation to join our school Facebook page and your child’s 

classroom Dojo or Seesaw app. They both provide us with the opportunity to deliver 

up to date information, reminders and alerts in addition to online learning. 

Special Class Building Works 

We are super excited to see the building activity in 

our yard. This is the start of our new Special Class  

facilities currently under construction. 

Kind Regards, 

Julie Stockdale- Head of Junior School 

Gawler and District 

College B-12 

Facebook 

 

Join up and get  

up-to-date alerts  

and information. 
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MEET THE  

STAFF 
 
Hiba Eljourdi 
 

Hello everyone,  

I am Hiba Eljourdi and this is my 

first year at Gawler and District 

College. This is my third year out 

teaching, previously I was at 

Burton PS where I had a 

classroom and Arts role. My 

current role entails 1:1 student 

teacher support as well as upper 

Primary PE which I really enjoy.   

I’m very fortunate to be working 

within an amazing team and with 

such friendly students. I find 

teaching a very rewarding 

career and nothing makes me 

happier than being able to help 

children grow, achieve and find 

pride in themselves and their 

work. The best part of my job is 

that no two days are the same!  

I enjoy being outside playing 

sports or spending time with 

family and friends which usually 

always includes food. I also love 

to travel and explore different 

countries and their cultural 

aspects.  

 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 
  

Julie Stockdale  
 Head of Junior School R-6 
Julie.stockdale908@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

 Lynda Rivett   
 Assistant Head of Junior School  

 Skye Miller 

Wellbeing Leader 

 Kerryl Dale 

 Literacy & AET Leader 

Michaela Selway 

 Learning Support Leader 
 

      

 

 

          

 

 

   

 

Literacy News 
                           by Kerryl Dale 

 

And we’re back! With most students returning to school things are starting to 

look a little more regular. One thing that has withstood this crazy time is our 

student’s dedication to improving their reading. We have reintroduced our 

home reading data wall and it is off to a good start. Please continue to 

support your children in their nightly reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Simultaneous Storytime will be going ahead in Week 5, this year’s 

book is ‘Whitney and Britney Chicken Diva’s. We are looking forward to some 

fun activities to support our student’s love of reading. 

  

LITERACY TEAM LEADERS 
                                           by Michaela Selway 

 
This term Junior School staff have continued their commitment to delivering 

best Literacy practices to reflect the learning priorities of Gawler & District 

College.  Already in Term 2 teaching staff have developed personal 

learning goals in collaboration with Team Leaders – Katherine Prime (Years 

R-3) & Michaela Selway (Years 3-6).  Team Leaders work within different 

classrooms and from behind the scenes to provide support to teaching staff 

to meet their goals on a weekly basis. 
 

 

 

 

Book Week! 
 

Normally Book Week is held in Term 3 

however with the interruption of Covid-19 it 

has been postponed to Term 4 with a date 

yet to be announced. Hopefully we will be 

able to celebrate as normal.  

This year the shortlist was announced on 

YouTube. Make sure you have a look it is 

worth the watch. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n8oijqBrq8w 
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LITTLE RECEPTIONS 

LEARNING LITERACY 

In 41.4 

 

FRIENDLY SCHOOLS 
 
             What is social and emotional learning? 

 

Social and emotional learning is the process of developing and practising social and emotional 

understandings and skills.  The understandings and skills can be grouped into five key areas. 
o SELF-AWARENESS SKILLS 

o SELF-MANAGEMENT SKILLS 

o SOCIAL AWARENESS SKILLS 

o RELATIONSHIP SKILLS 

o SOCIAL DECISION-MAKING SKILLS 

Self-awareness skills help us to recognise and understand our feelings, while valuing our strengths and abilities.  

Children need our support to learn about their emotions and how to manage them.   Learning how to 

recognise, name and describe emotions is the first step to managing them.  

 
 Tips for talking about emotions with your child: 

 Talk to your children about how they feel about everyday things going on around them and encourage them 

to use descriptive words to describe how they feel. E.g. How do you feel about your spelling test today? 

 Talk about how you feel about everyday things to demonstrate how feelings can change throughout the 

day. E.g. I feel happy at the moment because I mowed the lawn. 

 Explain that there are no ‘bad’ feelings and it is normal to have all types of feelings.  Feelings give us messages, 

what might they be?  

 

Tips for developing their strengths and capabilities: 

 Help your child to think about their abilities and what they are capable of in a realistic way, e.g. you throw 

well because you have been practising. 

 Encourage your child to try new activities. 

 Foster their growing need for independence.  Begin with the basics like packing and unpacking their own 

school bag, making their own bed, feeding their pets.  

 Help them to be problem solvers rather than tell them what to do. Ask questions like, “What have you 

tried?” or “What could you do?” or ‘What do you think?”  
  

 



 

 

  

 

WELLBEING 
                        by Skye Miller 

 

Gawler and District Junior School promotes active student participation as a means to improve student 

outcomes and engagement. Student participation ranges from students sharing their opinions of problems and 

potential solutions through Student Voice Leaders, to students providing support and feedback in the yard 

during recess and lunch time as Peer Mediators.  I am so proud to introduce our student leaders for 2020 and 

thank all students for their dedication and willingness to make a difference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

Junior School 

SVL  

and  

Peer Mediators 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Junior School 

Academic Awards 
 

Term 

1 

RECEPTION 

Hayden S 

Katara S 

Jake L 

 

 

 

YEAR 2 

Deacon L 

Charlie W 

Kairi W 

 

YEAR 1 

Sofia k 

Lucas E 

Yushi M 

 

YEAR 3 

Isabella S 

Wyatt K 

Halina S 

 
YEAR 4 

Amber H 

Harrison B 

Lilly M 

 
YEAR 5 

Mia K 

Charlise O 

Zoe G 

 
YEAR 6 

Alicia T 

Payton C 

Lauren C 

 

 

 

LEARNING SUPPORT 

COVID-19 has impacted a lot of things at schools around South Australia but one of the things 

that hasn’t changed is our dedication to providing Learning Support to all of our students with 

One Plan’s (these replaced the NEPs).  Nearly all One Plan’s have been updated and sent 

home for families to sign. If you have not received yours yet then please notify your child’s 

teacher and one will be sent to you shortly. 

 

                                      

Our Little Spaceman –Dwayne featured in recent publication ‘That’s 

Life’. He met up with Astronaut Andy for a magical intergalactic trip 

to the moon!!! WOW what an exciting experience. 



 

 

    

                             


